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The morning sun stroked the leaves on the tree, and a light breeze made
them sway lazily, creating incredibly beautiful patterns on the
compound. The white walls of the house seem to glow. There was a
chirping of birds and the rustling of leaves. The air smelled fresh as it
had rained the night before.

Salamatu sat under the old mango tree in her compound, eyes set on the
group of men sitting in the distance, huddled together around plates of
food and cups filled to the brim. The breakfast consisted of akara and
pap, and the mourners were gulping everything down delightfully.

None of them knows it, but that had been Hajja Kaka’s favourite
breakfast food. She made it every morning, rain or shine. The only food
that could substitute for it was her second favourite, heated tuwo miyan
kuka that was made the night before. She loved it.

These men had buried her the day before, and now they were gobbling
down her favourite breakfast without a care in the world. And by lunch
time, Salamatu was sure they would eat something else with renewed
vigor, murmuring prayers that didn't reach their hearts in-between
bites. They would shake their heads and mutter phrases like “Allah sarki
Hajja”when they make eye contact with each other while reaching for
their cups.

They fascinated Salamatu, she wondered how one could eat after
burying a fellow human being with their bare hands. She hadn't been
able to swallow down anything since Hajja’s passing, which had been

mailto:phartimaribrahim@gmail.com
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just the day before. But these people seem to already have forgotten, or
maybe they never cared.

Same with the women inside her house, who came wailing and crying
out Hajja’s name in broken sobs when news of her passing reached
them in the afternoon. But a few hours later when the sun has set, each
one of them had grabbed a plate, heaped it up with food and sat down to
eat, exchanging gossips in low tones. And by night, they found makeshift
beds in the sitting room, and some even on the veranda and
immediately started snoring.

Salamatu had watched them from her place on the sofa, unable to sleep.
She kept imagining that Hajja would emerge from her room and slap
her hands together in exasperation, asking her why she did not eat
anything and insisting she finds something to eat. But the sun had risen
from the East as always and Hajja never appeared.

Now, she sat under the mango tree and watched the mourners eat,
trying to understand how they could do it. Her mother had come out a
few moments after she had sat there to escape the growing crowd in the
house, looked at her for some seconds and then silently went back in to
her guests. She never did liked Hajja Kaka, Salamatu had always known.
Hajja Kaka was her mother-in-law and she didn't like that she moved in
with them a few years back. But she tolerated her anyway, and aside
from a few snarky remarks, she never outwardly complained.

Salamatu’s mother had shed tears the morning of Hajja’s passing, crying
harder each time a dramatic mourner had made an appearance. But this
morning, she seemed fine and back to her normal brooding self.

Hajja Kaka died in her sleep, Salamatu’s father, her son, had found her in
the morning when he went to check on her, worrying that she did not
come out early as she usually does. She was rushed to the hospital when
she didn't respond to his calls and touch, where she was pronounced
dead. A heart attack in her sleep.
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“Salamatu.” Her name being called out made her raise her head to the
group of three women she hadn't notice come in. They were all looking
at her with pitying gazes. “How are you?” One of them who seemed to
have called out her name in the first place asked.

Salamatu looked away from them and continued to stare at the men.

“Poor girl,” another one of them lamented. “She probably doesn't
understand what's going on.”

“How old is she, though?” The third one inquired. “Twelve? She ought to
understand the meaning of death.”

“Who knows, maybe they didn't tell her that her grandmother is dead.”
The first one to speak answered. Sounding very dumb, in Salamatu's
opinion. She continued to ignore them.

“But why would they hide it from her?” Silence followed the question
and then one of them tsked under her breath, muttering “May Allah
make it easier on them.” Before they all departed into the house,
possibly to cry a bit, and then have some breakfast.

The fact that she did not know any of them, let Salamatu know that they
never used to visit Hajja when she was still alive. What right do they
have now then, to come to her funeral and eat?

“I will never forgive anyone who comes to my funeral and eat even though
they never loved me.” She thought to herself.

And for the first time since Hajja's death, she felt a stream of tears
running down her cheeks.
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